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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #08MANAGUA1424. 
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SUBJECT:  ELECTORAL  FRAUD  SPARKS  IADB  APPREHENSIONS 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Robert  J.  Callahan  for  reasons  1.4  b & d 

1.1.  (C)  Summary.  On  November  24  the  Inter-American 
Development  Bank  (IADB)  Country  Representative  for  Nicaragua 
called  on  the  Ambassador  to  share  concerns  following  the 
Sandinista  National  Liberation  Front's  (FSLN)  manipulation  of 
the  November  9 municipal  elections.  She  had  received  the 
same  message  that  the  Ambassador  received  from  President 
Ortega,  i.e.,  that  the  GON  leadership  is  indifferent  to  the 
loss  of  foreign  assistance  as  a result  of  widespread  election 
fraud  perpetrated  by  the  government  in  the  November  9 
municipal  elections.  In  December,  the  IADB  will  convene  a 
meeting  in  Washington  to  discuss  the  current  situation  in 
Nicaragua.  The  IADB  is  Nicaragua's  largest  donor, 
contributing  approximately  $100  million  to  the  country  on  an 
annual  basis.  End  Summary. 

12 . (C)  IADB  Country  Representative  for  Nicaragua  Mirna 
Lievano  de  Marques  requested  a meeting  with  the  Ambassador  on 
November  24  to  share  views  on  the  political  climate  following 
widespread  fraud  in  the  November  9 municipal  elections. 

Lievano  told  the  Ambassador  that  IADB  Regional  Director  Gina 
Montiel  visited  Managua  on  November  16  to  discuss  IADB ' s 
five-year  strategic  plan  for  Nicaragua  with  GON  officials. 
According  to  Lievano,  Montiel  was  pressured  on  numerous 
occasions  during  her  trip  by  Nicaraguan  Finance  Minister 
Alberto  Jose  Guevara  to  give  Nicaragua  a glowing  report  on 
its  IADB  five-year  plan  to  the  press.  Montiel  refused,  much 
to  Guevara's  dismay.  In  December,  Lievano  plans  to  travel  to 
brief  the  IADB  Executive  Board  on  the  economic  and  political 
situation  in  Nicaragua.  Lievano  added  that  on  November  19 
the  IADB  in  Washington  announced  the  approval  of  a $20 
million  loan  for  Nicaragua.  She  opined  that  the  timing  of 
this  announcement  was  unfortunate  given  the  circumstances. 

13.  (C)  The  Ambassador  told  Lievano  he  had  delivered  a clear 
and  stern  message  at  the  highest  levels  of  the  GON  that 
electoral  fraud  would  result  in  a wholesale  review  of  current 
U.S.  assistance  to  Nicaragua.  Regrettably,  GON  leadership 
was  unconcerned,  and  seems  to  be  indifferent  to  world 
opinion.  Lievano  said  that  she  had  picked  up  similar  signals 
from  her  GON  counterparts,  which  was  surprising  to  her 
considering  the  IADB ' s annual  contribution  of  approximately 
$100  million  in  foreign  assistance  to  Nicaragua. 

COMMENT 


14.  (C)  Lievano  appeared  utterly  perplexed  and  disturbed  by 

the  recent  turn  of  events . The  IADB  is  Nicaragua ' s largest 


donor  and  fills  a critical  void  in  its  national  budget.  In 
Lievano 1 s words,  the  IADB  in  Washington  has  "lots  of 
questions"  regarding  the  present  climate  in  Nicaragua. 
Meanwhile,  Finance  Minister  Guevara,  a diehard  FSLN  loyalist, 
has  been  actively  participating  in  pro-Sandinista  street 
protests  donned  in  camouflage  gear  drumming  up  support  among 
the  party's  faithful. 

CALLAHAN 


